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SUB J : SYRIA SUPPORTS ALGERIAN EFFORTS TO CONVENE MEETING ON NON- 
ALIGNED NATIONS TO DISCUSS WESTERN SAHARA 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 0064 

1 . IT IS CLEAR THAT EVEN THOUGH SYRIA STILT. CLAIMS NEUTRALITY 
ON WESTERN SHARA QUESTION, ITS POLICY IS TILIGING TOWARDS 
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ALGERIA. 

2. AMBASSADOR AND DCM RECEIVED INVITATIONS TO ATTEND OPEINING 
OF SYRIAN GOVERNMENT CULTURAL EXHIBITION OF PICTURES ON THE 
POLISARIO EFFORTS IN WESTERN SAHARA. ALGERIAN CHARGE 
PERSONALLY PRESSED AMBASSADOR TO ATTEND BUT WAS REFUSED. 

BY OPENLY SPONSORING ALGERIAN EXHIBITION SARG APPEARS TO BE 
PAYING PART OF THE PRICE FOR ITS ATTENDANCE AT TRIPOLI 
CONFERENCE. 

3. TENDING CONFIRM THIS WERE COMMENTS BY MFA DIRECTOR OF AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS MOHAMED AL-TAL, JAN 9, TO POLOFF WHO ASKED IF THERE WAS 
ANY CHANGE IN SYRIA'S POSITION ON THE SAHARA QUESTION. TAL SAID 

THERE WAS NO CHANGE. SYRIA STAND FOR ARAB UNITY AND THEREFORE OPPOSED 
ANY OPEN CONFRONTATION BETWEEN BROTHERLY ARAB STATES. SYRIA'S 
POSITION IS NEUTRAL ON WESTERN SAHARA. HOWEVER, MAURITANIA 
AND MOROCCO, BY TAKING POSITION THAT PROBLEMS IS RESOLVED, 

HAVE REJECTED INTER- ARAB NEGOTIATIONS. SYRIA FAVORS THE 
NEGOTIATION OF PROBLEMS SUCH AS THAT OF WESTERN SAHARA. 

THEREFORE, AL-TAL CONCLUDED, SYRIA WOULD ACCEPT ALGERIAN CALL FOR 
CONVENING SPECIAL MEETING IN HAVANNA ON NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES TO 
DISCUSS WESTERN SAHARA AND FRENCH ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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